
Calculating with Fractions 
The parts of a fraction: 

 

 

 

Adding and subtracting fractions with the same denominator: 

When adding and subtracting fractions with the same denominator, only the numerators are added.  

 

 

  

Adding and subtracting fractions with different denominators:  

When adding and subtracting fractions with different denominators, you must first give both fractions the 
same denominator (a common multiple of both denominators) by making equivalent fractions. Then the 
calculation is done in the same way as above.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Multiplying fractions: 

When multiplying fractions, you simply multiply the numerators together and the denominators together.  

 

 

 

When multiplying a fraction by a whole number, put the whole number over 1 and do the same thing. 
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Dividing fractions: 

When dividing fractions, we use the phrase “keep it, change it, flip it!” 

1. “Keep it” – this means the first fraction is kept the same 
2. “Change it” – this means that the operation sign is changed from a division to a multiplication. 
3. “Flip it” – this means that the second fraction is flipped so the numerator and denominator are 

swapped over.  
4. You then multiply the numerators together and the denominators together to get your answer.  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

When dividing by a whole number, this should be put over 1 and calculated in the same way as above. 
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